Summary of

TOP EVENTS

IN FLANDERS 2009
MUST-SEES

Opening René Magritte Museum

June 2nd 2009

Brussels, pl. Royale / Koningsplein

René Magritte is the most important twentieth-century Belgian painter and one of the ten most famous painters in the world. In 2009 the Royal Museums of Art and History is opening a new museum devoted to Magritte in the centre of Brussels. Housed in the newly-restored, neo-classical hotel Altenloh, the René Magritte Museum will boast the largest collection of items in the world relating to this great surrealistic painter: 200 exceptional artworks, plus archival records, letters, photographs, drawings, gouaches, posters and films by Magritte and his friends. An innovative exhibition set will make use of the latest technology so as to do justice to the poetical truth about Magritte.

www.fine-arts-museum.be

Opening M Leuven – Rogier van der Weyden 1400|1464 – Master of Passions

September 20th – December 6th 2009

Leuven, M 

The autumn of 2009 will see the reopening of the new-look Leuven museum. Designed by Stéphane Beel, the building is a combination of old and new elements, thereby reflecting the activities which will take place on the site. The Leuven collection will be central, but there will also be interaction with contemporary art and the public. Highlights of the festival year 2009 are the new permanent presentation of the museum collections and the major exhibition ‘Rogier van der Weyden, ca. 1400-1464 - Master of Passions’. The exhibition focuses on the oeuvre of Rogier van der Weyden who, along with Jan van Eyck, was the Southern Netherlands’ most influential fifteenth-century panel painter. Van der Weyden was a pioneering artist whose name and fame extended far beyond local borders. His restrained, emotional and sensual visual language inspired numerous contemporaries working in a range of artistic disciplines.

‘Rogier van der Weyden, ca. 1400-1464 – Master of Passions’ will showcase masterpieces by Rogier van der Weyden but also by his contemporaries on loan from prestigious European and North American collections, thereby illustrating the great artistic significance of the master in Brabant and beyond.

M will present early and modern art inspired by Leuven's diversity: a small but cosmopolitan city of art and innovative knowledge base. The focus of the permanent collection is on art production in Leuven and Brabant from the Middle Ages through to the nineteenth century, featuring (among other things) paintings by the Flemish Primitive Dirk Bouts (1415-1475) and sculptures from Leuven's late-Gothic carving centre.

www.mleuven.be 

www.rogiervanderweyden.be
To mark the opening of M Leuven, visual artist Jan Vercruysse is putting together a retrospective of his work spanning 1977 to 2009. He is also making a new work for M. The STUK arts centre is mounting a parallel exhibition of work by international artists Vercruysse regards as important.

ALSO RECOMMENDED

Cobra exhibition

until February 15th 2009

Brussels, Centre for Fine Arts (Bozar)

Following on from the ‘Alechinsky from A to Y’ exhibition, in the autumn of 2008 a retrospective exhibition which looks at the Cobra movement opened at the Centre for Fine Arts. The Cobra group was founded in Paris in 1948 by artists from Copenhagen (Jorn), Brussels (Dotremont, Noiret) and Amsterdam (Appel, Corneille, Constant). Even today non-Europeans tend to know little about this important avant-garde movement. The retrospective exhibition in Brussels tells the story of the movement and places it in its historical and cultural context.

www.fine-arts-museum.be
From Van Dyck to Bellotto. Splendours from the Court of Savoy

February 20th - May 24th 2009

Brussels, Centre for Fine Arts (Bozar)

After the success of the Ensor to Bosch exhibition in 2005, the Centre for Fine Arts and the Flemish Art Collection once again join forces. This time they turn their attention to the attraction the Italian court of Savoy held for master painters in Flanders. From Van Dyck to Bellotto presents the collection belonging to the Galleria Sabauda in Turin and sheds light on the contact between Jan Brueghel the Elder ("Velvet" Brueghel), Peter Paul Rubens, Anthony Van Dyck and others with their Piedmontese counterparts (Gaudenzio Ferrari, Orazio Gentileschi, Sebastiano Ricci, etc.) from the fifteenth to the seventeenth centuries. The exhibition also tells the story of how these splendid art collections came into being after Carlo Alberto of Savoy inherited the treasures from his ancestors in 1832. In 2009 the Flemish Art Collection puts its scholarly expertise at the service of the exhibition at the Centre for Fine Arts and in 2010 it will be dispatching a selection of works from its Bruges and Antwerp collections to Turin.

www.bozar.be

www.vlaamsekunstcollectie.be

The Brussels Comic Strip 2009

2009

Brussels

The birthplace of scores of comic-strip heroes, Brussels is internationally recognized as the capital of the comic strip. Europe's first comic-strip school is based here, there is a museum devoted to the comic strip and life-size comic-strip characters adorn the facades of buildings along a comic-strip trail... The ninth art is well and truly alive in Brussels! In 2009 Brussels is devoting a theme year to the comic with a whole series of events, including:

Plural perspectives: the Belgian comic strip

March 27th - June 30th 2009

Brussels, Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium

This exhibition provides a picture of a hundred years of international comic strips, seen through the eyes of twenty contemporary Belgian authors. It establishes a link between the Belgian school and the major trends in comic-strip art in different parts of the world. Though the emphasis is on contemporary work, the exhibition also delves into the roots of the Belgian comic strip.

Sexties - Crepax / Cuvelier / Forest / Peellaert

September 25th 2009 - January 3rd 2010

Brussels, Centre for Fine Arts (Bozar)

This exhibition puts the spotlight on four authors whose daring was such that their graphic and narrative work had a decisive influence on the evolution of the comic strip in the 1960s. At that time of sexual liberation and strong censorship they were pioneers of the erotic. Inspired by music, painting, cartoons and other films, literature and photography, they ensured that the comic strip was no longer the exclusive preserve of children.

In the summer an exhibition about Willy Vandersteen, the spiritual father of Willy and Wanda, will be held in Brussels Town Hall. And the oeuvre of Marc Sleen, the Nero cartoonist, will be given a new home in the rue des Sables/Zandstraat in Brussels, immediately opposite the Belgian Centre for Comic Strip Art. It will house Sleen's archive of original drawings and make his oeuvre accessible to the general public. Furthermore, scores of other events - large and small - will put the spotlight on the comic strip.

www.brusselscomics.com

Goya, Redon, Ensor. Grotesque paintings and drawings

March 14th 2009 – June 14th 2009

Antwerp, Koninklijk Museum voor Schone Kunsten

Grotesque representations play an important role in the oeuvre of Francisco Goya (1746 – 1828), Odilon Redon (1840 – 1916) and James Ensor (1860 – 1949). It is because of these representations, which are both amusing and unpleasant, that these three artists are regarded as pioneers of modern twentieth-century art. But the way Goya, Redon and Ensor use grotesque motifs is very different: Goya’s classical ideas in which demons, witches and fools play a tragicomic role, clearly differ from Redon’s seriousness and typical symbolist representations and Ensor’s hilarious and cynical caricatures. A juxtaposition of their art will serve to clarify and strengthen the significance of these three remarkable artists. The KMSKA collection contains a rare set of etchings by Goya, a coloured pastel by Redon and the largest number of Ensors in the world. The exhibition is built up around this impressive collection and is supplemented by loans from museums at home and abroad.

www.kmska.be
City Visions

March 21st – June 21st 2009

Mechelen

In 2009 Mechelen will have been an archiepiscopal city for four and a half centuries, an anniversary deemed worthy of celebrating with a large-scale cultural event. The sixteenth century was a period of change, friction and deep reflection. City Visions explores the expectations and visions for the city in the future with a varied programme inspired by the different meanings of 'vision': imagination, utopia and light.

Back-lit Heaven

Lamot heritage centre is to host a cultural-historical exhibition in which Curator Paul Vandenbroeck plans to show an exclusive collection of historical ecclesiastical objects in a contemporary light. 'Back-lit Heaven' presents an amazing treasure-house of sculptures, installations, relics, paintings and mysterious objects, which have never been shown in this way before. The result will be an illuminating picture of the relationship between the institutional control of the archbishopric and spontaneous popular devotion. 

As well as this exhibition, attention will also be drawn to the valuable patrimony inside Mechelen's churches which will be used as the backdrop for a series of activities. For example, a word project in the pulpits will link up with the tradition of oration, and places with a spiritual connection will be identified and injected with new life by means of (socio)artistic activities.

Meaningful Sounds

It is the people of Mechelen who play the lead role in the 'Songlines' project. This is loosely based on the Songlines concept of Australia's indigenous peoples whose songs contain information about their history and landscape. 'Songlines' sets the scene for an artistic process between artists and the people of Mechelen, with the city's cultural institutions joining in. The result will be a whole range of events, including parades, which will make Mechelen a sizzling hub of activity. Local music groups, international bands and musicians of all descriptions will ensure the opening mood is festive, while the project will be brought to a subdued close by a choreography of voices, creating a state of quietude and an atmosphere of reflection. What is left is open ended.

All That Is Solid

The City of Mechelen and CCM/De Garage have invited the MuHKA (Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp) to give new meaning to the contemporary arts in an urban context. Where should we look for answers to the big questions of life today and how can we express them?

The Culture Site (Onder den Toren) in Mechelen will provide the venue for the contemporary arts exhibition 'All That Is Solid', which examines the role contemporary art can play in a post-Enlightenment world stripped of its magic, a world that has little time for spirituality and often looks to art for that extra dimension. The team of curators from the MuHKA explores the possibilities - and dangers - of this subject....

The contemporary arts will play a major role in City Visions. In addition to 'All That Is Solid', the non-profit organization Contour, which is holding its video art biennial in the autumn of 2009, will create a trail with moving images, providing spectators with an artistic evening walk through the historic heart of Mechelen.

www.stadvisioenen.be

Emile Claus and rural life

March 21st - July 21st 2009

Ghent, Museum of Fine Arts

Emile Claus was the most important representative of impressionism in Belgium. He admired French impressionism and adapted that style in his realistic portrayal of the familiar countryside around him. In his day Claus was idolized by writers and painters and his optimistic and sunny art still enjoys great popularity among the public. This exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts brings together Emile Claus' best works and homes in on his favourite themes: the farm labourer, working the land, village life, living with the river, and the unspoilt landscape. His work is juxtaposed with that of Belgian contemporaries such as Alfred William Finch, Constant Permeke, Constantin Meunier, Henri Le Sidaner and Théo Van Rysselberghe.

In cooperation with the Museum of Fine Arts, during the same period the Museum of Deinze and the Leie region is mounting an exhibition of Emile Claus' drawings.

www.museumdeinze.be

Charles the Bold. Pomp and circumstance in Burgundy

March 27th - July 21st 2009

Bruges, Groeninge Museum

Charles the Bold (1433-1477), the duke who wanted to become king, was an ambitious man who lived at a pivotal time in European history. In his boldest dreams he saw his Burgundian kingdom stretch from Bruges to Dijon. He raced from one war to the next, but his ambition was dashed at the Battle of Nancy where he lost his life. In his short lifetime he was one of the richest sovereigns in Europe, the symbol of Burgundy's pomp and circumstance, the exponent of a refined culture.

The Groeninge Museum in Bruges revives the stately splendour of that period in an exhibition that comprises Flemish Primitives from its own collection and loans from some of the world's major museum collections, including paintings, suits of armour, tapestries, manuscripts, gold and silver. The famous 'Burgunder Beute' - the Burgundian booty, a breathtaking art collection which Charles the Bold lost to the Swiss shortly before his death - goes on show outside Switzerland for the first time in more than five hundred years.

www.kareldestoute.org

Beaufort 03

March 28th – October 4th 2009

Beaufort Outside in De Panne, Koksijde-Oostduinkerke, Nieuwpoort, Middelkerke-Westende, Ostend, Bredene, De Haan-Wenduine, Blankenberge, Zeebrugge and Knokke-Heist

Beaufort Inside at the PMMK, Museum of Modern Art Ostend

After two successful editions of contemporary art at the sea, the coast is preparing a new edition under the name of Beaufort 03, with Phillip Van Den Bossche as the curator. What was an ingenious, but chance encounter a few years ago has since become a not-to-be-missed cultural event, when the seaside and contemporary art are reunited via monumental installations and intriguing works shown in the unique biotope of the dynamic coastal municipalities. The artworks are a reflection of what is happening right now on the international art platform. A considered choice of contemporary artists represented with new or existing work makes visitors to the coast participants in the highly imaginative world of the artists. 

Beaufort 03 hopes in this way to move visitors and encourage them to reflect.  

www.beaufort03.be
Flemish Tapestries for the Burgundian Dukes, Emperor Charles V and King Philip II

until March 29th 2009

Ghent, Kunsthal St Peter’s Abbey

Flemish tapestries made in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries are a valuable part of our national heritage. With unparalleled technical skill, large Flemish weaving centres like Brussels, Oudenaarde, Mechelen, Bruges and Tournai produced the most magnificent tapestries, often to designs or ‘cartoons’ by famous painters. The tapestries reflect the revival of interest in classical antiquity which characterized the Renaissance.

Tapestries accompanied the Burgundian dukes, Emperor Charles V and King Philip II on their travels through Europe. These ‘mobile frescoes’ brought comfort, aesthetic pleasure and social prestige and also helped build the image of the dynasty, the state and the sovereign.

This exhibition brings together magnificent tapestries from the Spanish royal collection and from several Spanish private collections and the sixteenth-century tapestries from St Peter’s Abbey.

www.gent.be/spa

Reunion. From Quinten Metsys to Peter Paul Rubens. Masterpieces from the Royal Museum back in the Cathedral 

June 5th - November 15th 2009

Antwerp, Cathedral of Our Lady
In 2009 the diocese of Antwerp is celebrating its 450th year. In that period the Cathedral of Our Lady in Antwerp has become a veritable treasure-house of religious art, painted and carved by celebrated masters. These works reflect iconographic evolutions and socio-economic developments over the centuries. Until the French Revolution they decorated the Cathedral's columns, chapels and walls. After that numerous altarpieces found their way into museums, including the Koninklijk Museum voor Schone Kunsten Antwerpen (KMSKA).

The prestigious exhibition From Quinten Metsys to Peter Paul Rubens, organized by the Cathedral of Our Lady and the KMSKA, evokes the cathedral interior from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries. It is a rare opportunity to admire in situ works from the celebrated Antwerp school of painting, from Metsys to Rubens.

www.dekathedraal.be

europalia.china 2009

October 8th 2009 - February 14th 2010

Brussels and other Belgian cities

The 22nd Europalia Festival is devoted to the culture of China, one of the most fascinating countries in the world. Some one-hundred events, including exhibitions, concerts, dance and theatre performances, entertainment and festivities, films, literary encounters and scientific conferences, provide an in-depth portrait of Chinese civilization and society. The festival will present masterpieces from Chinese history, as well as contemporary art, design, fashion, architecture, gastronomy, etc. China's past and present is also explored through programmes of music and the performing arts. Europalia.china is mounted in cooperation with the main museums and cultural centres in Brussels, Belgium and the neighbouring countries.

www.europalia.eu  

OTHER EVENTS

EXHIBITIONS

Kantlijnen. The Face of Lace

until March 1st 2009

Bruges, various locations indoors and out

It is hardly surprising that Bruges has long been associated with lace, for the rich tradition of lace-making has been alive in Bruges since the end of the fifteenth century. It is what tourists invariably buy when they visit Bruges. Bruges' museums house the valuable lace collection of Baroness Liedts and numerous other objets d’art which have a connection with lace.

In Kantlijnen Bruges shows us the other side of the city, a four-month feast of contemporary art, design and fashion. Round every corner, both inside and out, visitors will be confronted by works of art, design objects and fashion designs, all with a lace association. These objects will establish a link with the old buildings, canals and streets and with the historical collection of lace from the museums. Moreover, a programme of music will be put together in cooperation with the Concertgebouw, covering patterns and serial composition in music through the centuries.

www.kantlijnen.be
Xi’an’s Terracotta Army. Treasures of the first emperors of China

until March 31st 2009

Maaseik, Friar Minors’ Church (Minderbroederskerk)

A first for Maaseik and, indeed, for Flanders: the original, world-famous warriors and other precious grave-goods from the Qin and Western Han dynasties.

The museums in Maaseik are organizing a spectacular exhibition about the world-famous terracotta army discovered near Xi'an in China's Shaanxi province. This more than two-thousand-year-old terracotta army has become a world-famous attraction and every year draws millions of tourists. It features on the UNESCO world heritage list and is one of the greatest archaeological finds of the twentieth century. The terracotta army consists of foot soldiers, horsemen and horses, archers and wagoners, who guard the tomb of Emperor Qin Shi Huang Di. His tomb is surrounded by those of princes and princesses. This extraordinary grave cult from the Qin dynasty took on a whole new character in the Western Han dynasty which followed. Archaeologists have uncovered numerous splendid grave-goods from both dynasties, providing us with the opportunity to study and admire the early culture of the Chinese empire.

www.maaseik.be

Surviving in the X-treme 

until August 30th 2009

Brussels, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

The hands-on, interactive exhibition ‘Surviving in the X-treme’ takes visitors to the Institute of Natural Sciences to the most extreme places on our planet. Gripping film images and sound effects give the impression you are in environments where survival is a veritable art. But even extreme heat, cold, drought, permanent darkness and lack of oxygen don’t make life impossible for the real specialists - the plants and animals which don’t need a drop of water to survive, can freeze and thaw out, withstand temperatures above boiling point, find their way without a ray of sunlight or get by on very little oxygen. In this respect they are much tougher than human beings!

www.naturalsciences.be 

Peoples of the Omo Valley. Cultures on the move

until August 31st 2009

Tervuren, Royal Museum for Central Africa

A UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site located in south-western Ethiopia, the Omo Valley is one of the most remote regions on the African continent. It is a cultural crucible of a dozen herdsmen tribes who survive against the odds in an austere environment.

This exhibition takes an original look at the peoples of the Omo Valley and their relationship with their environment. Special attention is given to the aesthetics of simple, everyday objects and their role in a society which constantly has to adapt to the vagaries of nature and to new social and geopolitical challenges. There are also photographs on show by Hans Silvester, who has been working in the Omo Valley for several years. These include striking portraits and wonderful pictures of body paintings.

www.africamuseum.be

That's Opera. 200 years of Italian music

until March 31st 2009

Brussels, Tour & Taxis

The interactive exhibition 'That's Opera' takes visitors on a tour behind the scenes. Major works by Rossini, Verdi, Puccini and other great Italian composers are presented in magnificent sets in which the historical interacts with the high-tech. A parallel story line recalls the milestones in the history of music publisher's Ricordi and shows how the company worked with composers to write opera history. Furthermore, handwritten scores, authentic letters, set design and original costumes converge to create the magic that is opera.

www.thatsopera.com

Robert Capa

January 23rd - April 15th 2009

Brussels, Jewish Museum

Belgium's Jewish Museum presents 150 photographs by Robert Capa, considered the greatest war photographer of all times. In particular he is known all over the world for his photographs of the D-Day landings and the liberation of Paris during the Second World War and of the Spanish Civil War. Capa co-founded the prestigious Magnum photography agency with, among others, Henri Cartier-Bresson. 

www.new.mjb.org

Dekadence: Bohemian lands 1880-1914

January 30th - May 10th 2009

Brussels, Town Hall

This exhibition at the Town Hall in Brussels sheds light on the work of Czech artists and their perception of decadence, which is expressed in an existential and deeply entrenched sense of fear. Some works explore the rather romantic vision in which the artist identifies with a tragic character (Hamlet, Ahasverus, Judas, Jesus, etc.). Other works, which look more towards symbolism, are an attempt to escape the frustration of failing to find one's place in society. The way out is through the imagination, which reaches for the hallucinatory. Most of the artworks on show will be oil paintings and large-format works.

Exhibition mounted to mark the Presidency of the Czech Republic of the Council of the European Union.

www.brupass.be

Must every act of cruelty be admitted? 

February 5th - March 29th 2009

Brussels, Electricity generating station

"Belgium is a misfortune of history, political nonsense, a lame structure? OK, and therein lies its opportunity: the Belgian is in fact protected from all illusions, whether national, historical or cultural. Barely out of the womb and he has seen everything. From the very beginning he only had himself to cling to. This 'metaphysical nakedness', this 'anthropological exception', this 'existential winner of time' is threatened by a crafty, shocking and extremely perverse phenomenon: Belgium is in fashion! The Belgian has been on the bottle, sees himself as Belgian and mimics his own image, which is of necessity caricatural, folkloric and demoralizing. Confronted with this depressing assessment, the artists take a stand and, armed with the complete arsenal of their cruelty, go into battle to make Belgium go out of fashion. Once and for all.

Does the exhibition 'Must every act of cruelty be admitted?' turn into Belgium's striptease? It is much more exciting than that: it is art without anaesthesia, it is the truth of the scalpel, surgical pleasure." (Laurent d'Ursel, Curator of the exhibition)

www.brupass.be

Super! Stories – 2nd Contemporary visual art, fashion and design triennial

February 7th – May 10th 2009  

Hasselt

Super! stories wants to alert the public at large to visual art, fashion and design. It looks at the three disciplines separately and in relation to each other. As the title suggests, in this edition the story is central. Narrative and documentary elements are often used in art, fashion and also design. The programme, which has an international flavour, consists of a series of fascinating exhibitions, coupled with performing arts, a wide range of educational programmes and day and longer-stay packages.

A trail leads to a number of Hasselt's municipal and provincial culture houses. National and international artists and (fashion) designers make an active contribution to the triennial. 

www.superstories.be

The Evolution Gallery

from February 13th 2009

Brussels, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

Eighteen months after the magnificent Dino Gallery reopened, the Royal Belgian Institute for Natural Sciences is unveiling 'The Evolution Gallery' on the two-hundredth anniversary of Charles Darwin's birth. Evolution is a central theme in the natural sciences. The theory of evolution explains the very diverse occurrences we see take place in nature and between which there appears to be no link. The exhibition takes us on a chaotic and improbable adventure in which coincidence, chance and duration provide our living world with countless experiences. The exhibition covers six periods, corresponding to six prominent periods in the history of life: the sea during the Cambrium, the sea during the Devon, the forest during the Carbon, the sea during the Jura, sea and land during the Eocene and the present day. With each episode we see how forms of life changed through evolution. We learn how living creatures undergo change as a result of natural selection, destruction on a world scale and genetic changes. Between each episode there is a time-lock, where we are given a summary of the story which helps us understand and assimilate it. The exhibition ends with a multimedia show which draws our attention to the fantastic abundance of animals that exist today.

www.natuurwetenschappen.be

Robbrecht & Daem. Pacing through architecture

February 13th - April 19th 2009

Brussels, Bozar

This spring the Centre for Fine Arts is putting the spotlight on the famous Ghent-based firm of architects Robbrecht en Daem not just once, but twice! During the first weekend in February you can visit the new space they designed for the Film Museum; after that you can view a monographic exhibition of their work. 'Pacing through architecture' is the first exhibition in a new series devoted to Belgian architects to be mounted at the Centre for Fine Arts. Five short films by the film director Maarten Vanden Abeele bring to life five key projects by Paul Robbrecht and Hilde Daem. As well as the films, there will also be an opportunity to study sketches, plans and photographs which juxtapose the slow pace of the creative process with the different rhythms of the buildings in use.

www.bozar.be  

Paper Fashion

March 6th - August 16th 2009

Antwerp, MoMu

Though paper has been used in fashion in various cultures and historical periods, it is a little known and little studied phenomenon. With the exhibition 'Paper Fashion' Antwerp fashion museum brings this extraordinary part of fashion history to the attention of the public. Taking a unique collection of 1960s paper dresses from the ATOPOS collection as its starting point, 'Paper Fashion' focuses on the use of paper as a clothing material. The exhibition shows a number of eye-catching historical pieces, together with work by contemporary designers like Hussein Chalayan, Ann Demeulemeester, AF Vandevorst, Walter Van Beirendonck and Comme des Garçons.

www.momu.be

20 Years of Mangas in Europe

March 10th - June 7th 2009

Brussels, Belgian Comic Strip Centre

For the last twenty years or so Asian comic strips have flooded the European continent, turning the established order on its head and with it the way comics are read, created and published. When Glénat began publishing Katsuhiri Otomo's 'Akira' series in 1990, most Europeans still had a distorted view of Japanese comic strips, mainly because of the ubiquitousness of Japanese cartoon films, which were very different from our traditional expectations of a children's television programme. Twenty years on and the 'mangakas' are very much part of the European comic strip world, they are highly influential and widely recognized. This exhibition at the Belgian Comic Strip Centre explores the many fascinating links.

www.stripmuseum.be

Steinlen, the eye of the street

March 13th - May 31st 2009

Brussels, Museum van Elsene 

Théophile-Alexandre Steinlen was an important figure in European art around the year 1900. A self-taught man, he was a draughtsman and engraver, a caricaturist, illustrator, poster designer, painter and sculptor and the heir to a rich artistic tradition of political and social iconography. He was particularly adept at nudes, still lifes and portraits. Along with Toulouse-Lautrec, Steinlen was a key figure in European visual culture around the turn of the nineteenth/twentieth century. Today he is associated worldwide with his posters, his scenes of daily life in the streets of Paris and above all with his beloved cats. They are all on show at the Museum of Elsene, which boasts Toulouse-Lautrec's complete poster collection to boot.

www.belleepoquezomer.be

Henry van de Velde. Book design between art nouveau and new objectivity

March 21st - June 1st 2009

Ghent, Design Museum Ghent  

Henry van de Velde (1863 - 1957) is best known as an architect but in keeping with the spirit of his age, he was also a versatile designer: he designed furniture, carpets and decorative objects including silver and ceramics. He was also a gifted book designer.

Van de Velde turned to books for a daily dose of culture and regarded them as a monument to the mind. This is reflected in his book designs which combine simplicity and monumentality. His designs spanned a period of fifty years during which his work evolved from 'ornament' to 'line'. From art nouveau to new objectivity.

In this exhibition at the Design Museum Ghent, Henry van de Velde's book designs are brought together for the first time. The exhibits include magnificent book bindings and first-rate typography. Moreover, sketches, proofs and different versions of the same design show how the book designs came about.

http://design.museum.gent.be

Van Kempen. From silversmith to manufacturer

March 31st - June 21st 2009

Antwerp, Sterckshof Silver Museum

Sterckshof Silver Museum looks back on the early years of the silver industry in the Netherlands. The fascinating story of five generations of Van Kempens leads us through the nineteenth century, acquainting us with Dutch tastes and showing us how the growing demand for silver tableware stimulated mechanical production. At the beginning of the twentieth century the Van Kempen company laid the foundations for the largest and most famous silver manufacturer in the Netherlands today, the Royal Van Kempen & Begeer. 

The exhibition has been mounted in close cooperation with the Dutch Gold, Silver and Clocks Museum in Schoonhoven (NL), where the company collection was first exhibited in 2007.

Sterckshof Silver Museum will also be showing the goblet and jewellery casket with Renaissance characteristics from the Rijksmuseum Amsterdam, which were designed by Willem van Dokkum. Van Kempen first exhibited these magnificent silver artefacts at Crystal Palace in London in 1851.

www.zilvermuseum.be 

Vegetal City - A Vision by Luc Schuiten

Staring a sustainable future in the face

April 3rd - August 30th 2009

Brussels, Musée du Cinquantenaire / Jubelpark Museum

The beginning of this new millennium saw an increased awareness of climate change and its consequences for life on earth. Against this background the Brussels architect Luc Schuiten has come up with a whole range of projects, some of which he has elaborated on: ecological dwellings, vegetal architecture, sustainable town planning, transport based on renewable energy sources, etc. By means of these projects and achievements he presents us with his global view of a future city, a community where nature is a partner and a source of inspiration. In this way he proposes a futuristic and innovative answer to environmental problems and shows that a sustained and bright future is possible.

www.kmkg.be

Dara Birnbaum. Retrospective

April 4th - August 2nd 2009

Ghent, S.M.A.K.

Dara Birnbaum (°1946 New York, USA) produces emotionally charged and highly critical insights into (American) society and above all into the way that society is portrayed on television. In her work she constantly looks to redefine what it means to be a woman in a rapidly evolving, image-dominated world.

For this retrospective Dara Birnbaum has made a new work into which she once again distils her highly individual, cool aesthetic view of the world. Parts of her personal archive will be on display and some of her films screened for the first time. A retrospective monograph will also be published in which a selection of writers from home and abroad examine Birnbaum's oeuvre from different perspectives. This exhibition begins at the S.M.A.K. and from there will travel on to (among other places) Fundaçao Serralves (Porto, Portugal). 

www.smak.be

After Columbus: Antwerp books and prints around the world

April 18th - July 19th 2009

Plantin Moretus Museum / Print Collection

A large number of works which were printed in Antwerp - at the Officina Plantiniana and other printing works - were destined for Latin America. What influence did this Antwerp book and print production have on scientific, cultural and artistic life in Latin America? What were the consequences of this economically important activity here in the Low Countries? Books, prints and illustrations open our eyes to the extent to which Plantin influenced the course of world history.

www.museumplantinmoretus.be

Luc Tuymans, Against the Day

April 23rd - August 2nd 2009

Brussels, Wiels

Eighteen new paintings made by Luc Tuymans specially for Wiels will have their world première at the 'Against the Day' exhibition. The works can be seen as the third and last section of a triptych, which began with the 'Les Revenants' series about the power of the Jesuit Order, and continued with 'Forever. The Management of Magic' about the Disney phenomenon. In this new series Tuymans takes reality television as his theme. Thus he continues his examination of the illusion and manipulation of images and provides answers through his paintings. 

www.wiels. org

Wim Delvoye, Knockin' on heaven's door

May 27th - September 20th 2009
Brussels, Bozar

Contemporaneously with his exhibition at the Centre for Fine Arts, the Belgian visual artist Wim Delvoye (°1965) is also a guest at the Guggenheim for the Venice Biennial. The creator of Cloaca, the famous feces machine, seems to attract the full glare of publicity. Time and time again Delvoye succeeds in his dalliance with the sublime and the everyday, with technology and artisanal art. Today he is drawn to the Gothic which he metamorphosizes. Distorted crucifixes, obscene stained-glass windows and monumental metal cathedral towers provide answers to the God question Delvoye wrestles with. The plan awaits confirmation, but the artist has expressed a desire to erect one of his three Gothic towers on the Centre for Fine Arts.

www.bozar.be

Alfred Stevens

May 8th - August 23rd 2009

Brussels, Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium

This is Brussels' first ever retrospective exhibition of the work of Alfred Stevens. In 1852 this renowned Belgian artist settled permanently in Paris where he influenced artistic life in the second half of the nineteenth century. A selection of some one-hundred paintings, drawings and pastels draws attention to the diversity of this interesting artist's oeuvre. In a separate section we see the paintings and fragments produced for the so-called 'Panorama of the Century', a wide wall painting on canvas which Alfred Stevens and the French painter Henri Gervex created in 1889 for the World Fair in Paris.

www.fine-arts-museum.be

(A transformed) Gallo-Roman Museum reopens

May 20th 2009

Tongeren, Gallo-Roman Museum

The new-look Provincial Gallo-Roman Museum will reopen in the middle of 2008. It will have the benefit of more than 1,500 m2 of additional permanent and temporary exhibition space, four multi-purpose workshop areas for educational pursuits plus an exclusive shop and attractive café. The use of coarse, natural materials on the outside of the new minimalist building and the numerous nooks and vistas created inside, reflect Tongeren’s urban identity, while the underground volumes with secretive patios establish a link with archaeology. Daylight will filter from the patios into the various (underground) floors, adding to the atmosphere and enabling visitors to explore the exciting world of the distant past by means of multimedia installations, films and atmospheric evocations. 

All in all, the new-look Gallo-Roman Museum promises to provide international visitors with everything that makes a museum a total experience in the twenty-first century.

The museum is planning a large-scale exhibition for after the reopening: ‘Ambiorix, King of the Eburones’ (from October 2009).

www.galloromeinsmuseum.be
Sophie Calle

May 27th - September 13th 2009

Brussels, Bozar

The French artist Sophie Calle puts herself at the centre of her artistic productions, which can be either literary, cinematographic or visual. Recently Prenez soin de vous was shown at the Bibliothèque Nationale de France and at the Venice Biennial and before that M'as-tu vue was on show at the Beaubourg - exhibitions about which much has been published over the years. For her first exhibition at the Centre for Fine Arts, Sophie Calle presents a series of works in which she appears in person. However, this time she calls upon an intermediary - namely the famous television presenter, producer and director Frédéric Mitterand - to stage-manage her autobiographical ritual.

www.bozar.be

In Her Shoes

May 30th - November 8th 2009

Hasselt - Fashion Museum Hasselt

The exhibition 'In Her Shoes' provides a historical overview of ladies' shoes designed by famous and lesser-known designers and manufacturers by tracing the development of the lady's shoe and fashion in general through from 1900 to the present day. Considerable attention is also paid to a number of more recent designers/artists and photographers from Belgium and the Netherlands who design ladies' shoes or draw inspiration from them.

www.modemuseumhasselt.be

Chris Burden

May 30th - September 27th 2009

Antwerp, Middelheim Museum

The American Chris Burden (°1946) puts the role and appreciation of contemporary art to the test and in so doing draws reactions and encourages reflection. A thread that runs through his work is the question of what can be done in the name of art. Do different ethical norms apply? Apparently they do. In 1975 Burden lay under a sheet of glass in an exhibition area for 45 hours before a member of the museum staff offered him water. This was Burden's way of making a statement about the absurd convention that spectators are exempt from ethical responsibility.

Before that he had endangered and even mutilated himself in a whole range of performances, but after 1975 his oeuvre evolved from purely conceptual to sculptural, from performances to installations. Content-wise, however, it is still confrontational: what do we do in the case of danger, power, fear and affliction?

For Middelheim Museum Burden is putting together a special exhibition of new and existing work.

www.middelheim.be 

Artist in residence - Raoul De Keyser

June - September 2009

Ghent, Museum of Fine Arts

Few of Belgium's contemporary artists are more in the public eye than Raoul De Keyser (°1930). Though visually his work is universally rich, his subject matter is always close to home. As artist in residence, De Keyser shows works on paper which have rarely if ever been seen before.

www.mskgent.be

Jan De Cock - Modern is changing

June 19th - September 13th 2009

Brussels, Bozar

Jan De Cock's new project is a sequel to his noted participation in the Young Belgian Painters Award in 2003 and an artistic intervention in the former Bozar restaurant. The artist deconstructs/reconstructs the sites he works in and looks at the architecture with a cinematic eye. Every image is motionless, only the spectators move. The exhibition provides a new perspective on the space, whether real, reconstructed or fictitious. In so doing De Cock draws inspiration from the French Nouvelle Vague and Jean-Pierre Beauviala, the inventor of a camera which caused a revolution in contemporary cinema.

www.bozar.be

Kukkapuro

July 4th - October 11th 2009

Ghent, Design Museum

Functionality is key to the design philosophy of Finnish designer Yrjö Kukkapuro (°1933), who is still active. In fact, "Form follows function" is the motto he lives by. His challenge has always been to create functional, durable and comfortable furniture using the least possible amount of material.

Kukkapuro’s famous ‘Karuselli’ armchair dating from 1964 is based on an impression of the designer in the snow. In 1973 Kukkapuro opted for a minimalist approach. Eventually he even turned his back on plastic, and birchwood Multiplex became his primary material. In 1978 he designed the ‘Fysio’ office chair. Responding to the postmodern trend, in the 1980s he began to design more expressively. In the 1990s Kukkapuro introduced prints and abstract patterns to the backs and seats of his chair designs. Well-known examples are the ‘tattooed’ armchairs.

This exhibition provides an overview of Kukkapuro’s oeuvre from the late 1950s through to the present day. There will be an opportunity to try out some of his designs.

http://design.museum.gent.be

Castles in the air

September 10th - November 15th 2009

Gaasbeek, Gaasbeek Castle

In the fairytale Gaasbeek Castle, built in neo-renaissance style, the exhibition 'Castles in the air' explores neo-medieval, highly imaginative and utopian buildings. The trail leaves from the late-eighteenth-century mansion Strawberry Hill near London, follows the early imaginary castles of among others Viollet-le-Duc and ends with contemporary reveries, including the phenomenon of 'kitsch castles' and Walt Disney. The exhibition considers the architecture of Gaasbeek Castle and scores of other castles, and themes like modernity, rationalism and irrationalism, romanticism and nostalgia, escapism, etc.

Organized by Gaasbeek Castle in cooperation with Kadoc. Curator: Koen Van Synghel

www.kasteelvangaasbeek.be

Delvaux: 1829 - 2009

September 17th 2009 - February 2010

Antwerp, ModeMuseum

In Belgium at least, House Delvaux needs no introduction. Indeed, this manufacturer of luxury leather goods founded in 1829 is older than its homeland! The company's name and fame, which these days extend beyond national borders, are based on the care with which it crafts fine leather to produce exclusive designs. In 2009 House Delvaux will be 180 years old - the perfect pretext for an exhibition at Antwerp fashion museum! 
www.momu.be

Robert Gober, Luc Tuymans and Juliao Sarmento - Absence is the Highest Form of Presence

September 27th - November 29th 2009

Deurle, Dhondt Dhaenens Museum

In the autumn of 2009 the Dhondt Dhaenens Museum is mounting an ambitious exhibition project with three artists who have long enjoyed international recognition. 'Absence is the Highest Form of Presence' was the last, unfinished project of curator Michael Tarantino who died in 2003. It brings together the two great passions of one of the best curators of his generation, namely film and visual art. Taking as their starting point the basic concept which Michael Tarantino commited to paper in 2002-2003, the three artists and the Dhondt Dhaenens Museum join forces to mount an exhibition and produce a book to accompany it. Old and new work are brought together in an exhibiton which combines film, painting and sculptural installations.

www.museumdd.be

Ambiorix, King of the Eburones

October 3rd 2009 – June 3rd 2010

Tongeren, Gallo-Roman Museum

'Ambiorix, King of the Eburones' takes us on a journey to the roots of Celtic culture and the origin of the Eburones people. More than 400 quality items loaned to the exhibition by major museums in the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, France and Italy paint a vivid portrait of life in the Celtic world. They include swords, daggers, sumptuous gold treasures, precious metal grave-goods and extraordinary earthenware face masks.

www.galloromeinsmuseum.be

Whales and Dolphins

October 14th 2009 - August 29th 2010

Brussels, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

The exhibition 'Whales and Dolphins' plunges you into the fantastic world of mammals. A fascinating exhibition set with interactive displays tells visitors everything they have always wanted to know about the world of whales and dolphins: how they originated and evolved and how they live. It looks at the ambiguous relationship between man and the cetaceans, at how man has always hunted them, at other dangers that threaten them and at possible solutions. It also considers the cases of cetaceans washed up on shore. A fascinating exhibition which will leave none of your senses untouched!

www.naturalsciences.be

Artel: Czech Cubism

October 31st 2009 - February 7th 2010

Ghent, Design Museum

The Wiener Werkstätte (Vienna Workshop) was a source of inspiration for the Czech Artel Cooperative (early 20th century to 1924), artisanal workshops producing ceramics, textiles, carpets, furniture and metalware.The driving force behind this movement was a community of artists, designers and craftsmen commited to paying more attention to the aesthetic character of everyday objects. They marketed their revolutionary designs as a collective. Unlike commercial enterprises, the Artel Cooperative was driven largely by ideological and artistic principles. The Cooperative sold the designs through various shops. Exhibitions provided the necessary publicity. Members of Artel included the following artists: Jaroslav Benda, Pavel Janak, Helena Johnova, Marie Teinitzerova and Otakar Vondracek.

http://design.museum.gent.be

‘Vive l’esprit’. The Galleries of Willem van Haecht

November 28th 2009 – February 28th 2010

Antwerp, Rubens’ House

In the seventeenth century Antwerp’s fame was based largely on the work of its artists. While in Italy home-grown art was extolled in art-historical treatises, in Antwerp this was done in a visual genre: the painted art gallery. Few gallery paintings recorded actual collections; they were usually imaginative scenes made up of recognizable types. Most were the work of Antwerp masters.

The galleries painted by Willem van Haecht (1593-1637) are among the most amazing examples of the genre. Apart from working as a painter, Van Haecht was also curator of the art collection of Cornelis van der Geest (1555-1638), a leading collector and patron of Rubens. Willem van Haecht left an extremely small oeuvre: we currently know of only three painted galleries (‘constcamers’) and a number of prints.

In this exhibition Van Haecht’s galleries are shown together for the first time, alongside work by Frans Francken, Jan Brueghel the Elder, David Teniers the Younger and Gonzales Coques. Considerable attention is also paid to the contribution made by art-lovers and collectors such as Cornelis van der Geest to the success of Antwerp painting. The exhibition will travel on from Rubens’ House to the Mauritshuis (February 2010).

www.rubenshuis.be

CULTURAL FESTIVALS

Kulturama

February 12th – 15th 2009

Leuven 

The Kulturama city festival is synonymous with an exciting mix of activities and an impressive number of performances. The cultural houses throw open their doors for the seventh time and bring a varied, first-rate programme of theatre, dance, literature, films, new media, cultural heritage and lots of music. On the Sunday the partners present a trail with many - mostly free - try-outs. Prepare for four cultural high days!

www.kulturama.be (from January 2009)

Museum Night Fever

March 7th 2009

Brussels, various museums

Ten museums are extending an invitation to the second ‘Night of the Brussels Museums’. Between 7 in the evening and 1 in the morning, the BELvue Museum, the Museum of Musical Instruments, the Musée du Cinquantenaire /Jubelparkmuseum, the Museum of Fantastic Art, etc. are hosting a programme of performances, concerts, workshops and bizarre forms of entertainment put together by young emerging talent, keen to explore new paths. Prepare for an electric party and witness the fresh breeze blowing through Brussels' museums!

www.museumnightfever.be

Passa Porta Festival

March 26th - 29th 2009

Brussels, various locations

Brussels is a melting-pot of ideas, languages and cultures - as the multilingual and cosmopolitan Passa Porta Festival clearly demonstrates every two years. Between March 26th and 29th Brussels will eat, drink and sleep literature. These four days of dialogue, reflection, meetings and outings look set to draw thousands of literature fans again this year. The theme of the 2009 Passa Porta Festival is 'The world is a workplace'. Naturally enough, considerable attention is paid to writers: how they create their world, how they write and rewrite, structure, delete and refine. The event is directed and coordinated by the international house of literature Passa Porta; it works closely with Het beschrijf and Entrez Lire and many of Brussels' other cultural and literary partners.

www.passaporta.be

Festival of Fantastic Film

April 9th - 21st 2009

Brussels, Tour & Taxis

The leading Brussels International Festival of Fantastic Film (BIFFF) promises two weeks of spine-chillers and the zaniest screenings! The electric atmosphere is not restricted to the dark auditoria where some 150 films are shown, but extends to the famous body-painting competitions and the ruthless vampires ball, where aliens, angels and demons meet in an apocalyptic party atmosphere which defies words!

www.bifff.org

Heritage Day 2009 | Out of friendship!?

April 26th 2009

Various locations in Flanders

'Out of friendship!?' deals with all forms of friendship and camaraderie, including 'continued' or 'derived' forms such as love, devotion, coalitions and alliances. What used to make a friend a real friend, and what constitutes a real friend nowadays? Blood brothers or members of a brotherhood, sworn enemies, rituals, testimonies from distant pasts... 'Out of friendship!?' rekindles all the feelings of warmth people have felt for one another.

www.erfgoeddag.be

Kunstenfestivaldesarts

April 30th - May 23rd 2009

Brussels, various locations

Theatre, music, dance, film, plastic arts, etc. - and in every possible combination! This festival looks resolutely to the future. It showcases not only the cultural diversity of our country, but also invites numerous foreign groups who can be sure of finding an attentive public in Brussels, known for its open-mindedness and curiosity. As this festival serves as a sort of try-out for performances, new creations are legion. The Kunstenfestivaldesarts is an accurate barometer of contemporary talent.

www.kfda.be

European Film Festival of Brussels

June 27th - July 5th 2009

Brussels, Flagey building 

The European Film Festival of Brussels (FFFB) sets out to discover and expose new European talent. In the atmospheric Flagey building, you can watch first and second European films in all genres, screened in Belgium for the first time. There are also free open-air screenings and concerts or DJ sets every evening.

www.fffb.be

Zomer van Antwerpen

end June  – end August 2009

Antwerp, streets and squares

For two whole months Zomer van Antwerpen brings relaxation and colour to the city on the river. Every year the summer festival opens wide its doors to all age groups and cultures, bringing music from the four corners of the globe, themed open-air films screened in a surprise setting on the quays of the River Scheldt, the best of the world’s new circus, strong visual theatre and scores of unusual events and installations… Extraordinary encounters, mid-summer madness and creativity are key. As well as world-famous acts, Zomer van Antwerpen goes in search of innovative projects that integrate into the city’s various neighbourhoods.

www.zomervanantwerpen.be
Gentse Feesten (Ghent Festivities)

July 18th – 27th 2009

Ghent, inner city

Every year this long-established, ten-day cultural event, completely takes over Ghent’s historic city centre. There is free music on all the central squares and hundreds of other activities, plus three international-level festivals!

10 Days Off

See 'Music Festivals'
International Street Theatre Festival

The most celebrated theatre companies and circuses make a beeline for Ghent during the ‘Gentse Feesten’. Expect everything from intimate atmospheric theatre in unexpected locations to mass events providing intoxicating music and choreographies.

www.istf.be
International Puppet Buskers’ Festival

During the Gentse Feesten, the EFTC (home to the European Puppet Theatre), the city centre and five neighbourhoods in the nineteenth-century belt stage the best puppet, object and figure theatre productions from all over the world.

www.eftc.be
www.gentsefeesten.be
Theatre by the Sea

July 30th – August 8th 2009

Ostend

TAZ (Theater Aan Zee or Theatre by the Sea) is a ten-day theatre and music festival for which Ostend provides the stage. A celebrity guest is invited to head up the theatre part and another the music part. They present their own productions and invite kindred spirits to join them. As well as these established names, TAZ also provides a platform for new, emerging theatrical and musical talent from Flanders and the Netherlands.

The OFF part of the festival comprises the better street-theatre acts from different countries, an enchanting family park with plenty of entertainment for children, pitiless comedy and a lively literary programme.

www.theateraanzee.be
Design September

September 2009

Brussels, various locations

The Design September festival originated in 2006 as an offshoot of the Fashion and Design Year. It comprises some fifty design-related events: the design of furniture, lighting and objects but also industrial, graphic, food and landscape design. The spectrum of applications of this industrial discipline is vast and reaches a wide public. A whole host of associations, institutions and other independent organizations share their passion through a varied programme of exhibitions, previews, conferences, film screenings, debates, visits to designers' workshops and to a flea market, city walks, etc., all of which testify to the city's creative dynamism.
www.designseptember.be

Open Monuments Days

mid-September 2009

Brussels, various locations

The Open Monuments Days event is an opportunity to find out what lies behind the often familiar façades of Brussels' magnificent architectural heritage. Every year a different theme highlights a particular aspect of Brussels' patrimony, providing a unique opportunity to explore the interiors of buildings which are rarely open to the public. All the major newspapers devote a special section to this event, enabling you to plan your very own weekend tour.

www.monument.irisnet.be
Late Openings at Brussels Museums

September 24th - December 17th 2009

Brussels, various museums

Those interested in culture and fans of Brussels by Night, take note! In the autumn Brussels' museums are the place to be! The ninth edition of this Thursday-evening event is the ideal opportunity to visit a number of Brussels most treasured museums in a novel way. The atmosphere is always convivial and the guided tours, concerts and drinks combine to give these evening visits that something extra.

www.brusselsmuseums.be

Art Nouveau Biennial

October 2009

Brussels, various locations

Discover Brussels, the capital of Europe and of Art Nouveau, in an original manner! Guided tours by coach, bicycle or on foot provide a district-by-district introduction to a city where the architectural aesthetic of the Art Nouveau reigned supreme. A pass allows you to visit the art-nouveau interiors of a number of large town houses, private homes, schools, shops, etc., which are open just for this one event.

www.voiretdirebruxelles.be

BRXL BRAVO

October 2nd - 4th 2009

Brussels, various locations

A three-day festival devoted to the arts in a city bursting with talent and opportunity. A whole host of events all over the city, indoors and out in the open air will provide an explosion of colour, music, dance, theatre, etc. One ticket provides access to all venues. Witness the shocking, brutal, cheeky and spectacular Brussels!

www.brxlbravo.be

International Film Festival of Flanders – Ghent

October 6th - 17th 2009

Ghent, various locations
Every year Ghent film festival presents some 200 feature films and short films from around the globe. The festival enjoys an excellent international reputation and is quite unique in focusing on the impact of music on film. The International Film Festival of Flanders Ghent is also the organizer and driving force behind the World Soundtrack Academy. The awards ceremony is inevitably the high point of the festival.

Every year the festival also organizes concerts of film music and exhibitions which have a link with film.

www.filmfestival.be
International Short Film Festival Leuven

November 28th – December 5th 2009

Leuven

Every year the International Short Film Festival presents the whole spectrum of first-rate short films, ranging from fiction films to animation films, documentaries, experimental films and video clips. The Flemish and European short film competitions are central to the festival, which has been a magnet for talent scouts for many years. Every year the festival also presents a series of retrospective programmes and specials. 2009 sees the 15th edition of the festival.

www.kortfilmfestival.be
TRADE FAIRS AND SALONS

Eurantica

March 20th - 29th 2009

Brussels, Brussels Expo, Palais/Paleis 5

From archaeology to modern art... More than 130 European antique dealers save their finest items for this prestigious fair. Collectors and lovers of rare objects wander uninhibited from stand to stand, while enjoying a glass of champagne.

www.artexis,com

artbrussels

April 24th - 27th 2009

Brussels, Brussels Expo

artbrussels is a leading fair with 180 exhibitors from the international art world showing work by famous names but also by young, emerging artists from different countries. Art lovers and museum directors, art critics and art collectors gather here for an overview of the latest trends in international art. There are also debates with prominent figures from the art world, and an off programme of international exhibitions in Belgian museums and visits to private collections.

www. artbrussels.be

MUSIC FESTIVALS

International Lute Festival

February 20th – 22nd 2009

Antwerp, AMUZ - Augustinus Music Centre

Lute enthusiasts from all over Europe gather in Antwerp for the International Lute Festival.

The programme features concerts, lectures and lecture recitals by celebrated lute players, but also two enthralling performances with a juggler! At the AMUZ this little-known plucked instrument comes into its own!

www.amuz.be

Händel 09

February 28th – April 4th 2009

Bruges, Concertgebouw

The versatile baroque master Georg Friedrich Händel (1685-1759) died in London 250 years ago. Now, nine years after the festivities celebrating his almost exact contemporary Johann Sebastian Bach, it is Händel's turn to receive a month-long musical tribute. Concerts by The English Concert, La Risonanza, Concerto Italiano, Collegium Vocale Gent and other ensembles will concentrate on his compelling vocal works composed in Germany, Italy and England.

www.concertgebouw.be
Ars Musica

March 10th - April 10th 2009

Brussels, various locations

The Ars Musica festival celebrates its twentieth edition with the sounds and colours of the European seasons. This festival of contemporary music is one long succession of concerts (indoors-outdoors), encounters, film screenings, public rehearsals, etc. - a total of some thirty events. Ensembles, quartets, duos, trios and soloists are given a clear field for their rich spectrum of strange and pleasant sounds. The theme of this edition is 'Plus Oultre', which means something like 'go further' (recalling the desire to see the Pillars of Hercules as a gateway to the whole world rather than just the Mediterranean). It is an invitation to broaden our intellectual field, our perception, our dialogue with... transcendence. From the heard to the unheard!

www.arsmusica.be

Dranouter at Sea 2009

April 25th and 26th 2009

De Panne

Over the years the cooperation between the municipality of De Panne and Dranouter Festival has brought artists flocking to the beach in De Panne. International names like Ray Davies, The Waterboys and Marianne Faithfull have graced its stage, along with home-grown talent like Gabriel Rios, Milow, Zita Swoon and the unforgettable Toots Thielemans.

This year's Dranouter at Sea is something of a watershed edition, marking as it does the beginning of a 'new-look' festival. The organization is introducing a number of changes in a bid to provide the public with a greater degree of comfort. Furthermore, the marquees will be moved to a different part of the beach, thereby cutting down noise disturbance and adding to the festival atmosphere. In terms of the programme, we can already reveal the names of a couple of heavyweights: Orquesta BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB® and Arsenal.

www.dranouteraanzee.be
Brussels Jazz Marathon

May 29th - 31st 2009

Brussels, various locations

Featuring as it does the best of Belgium's musicians, the Brussels Jazz Marathon is a not-be-be-missed musical rendezvous in the capital. Open-air stages grace the Grand-Place/Grote Markt, the Sablon/Zavel, the pl. Sainte-Catherine/Sint-Katelijneplein and the pl. Fernand Cocq. Some 162 performances have the centre of Brussels swinging for three whole days, while scores of packed clubs and cafés also pulsate with music. 

www.brusselsjazzmarathon.be

Queen Elisabeth Competition for violin

May - June 2009

Brussels, Royal Conservatory of Music - Centre for Fine Arts

The Queen Elisabeth Competition is open to advanced musicians on the threshold of a burgeoning international career. The sessions for piano, singing and violin are organized in turn every three years. The piano and violin sessions also comprise a composition section. The winning work in this section becomes the set piece for the participating musicians.

www.imkeb.be

Couleur Café Festival

June 26th - 28th 2009

Brussels, Thurn & Taxis

Couleur Café is a three-day celebration of rhythms from around the world with funk, hip hop, reggae, ragga, ska, dub, r’n’b, soul, Latin, blues, dance and afro resounding from four stages, one of which is reserved for DJs and sound systems. Big international names feature alongside lesser-known talent and local heroes. As well as music, there is also a large visual art exhibition and a craft and designers’ market, dance workshops and the famous cocktail bars, while the two ‘GoodFoodstreets’ take you on a succulent round-the-world journey via the kitchens of fifty countries. We can already reveal that one of the names lined up is the successful and well-respected French songwriter and singer Bénebar, who was awarded the Victoire de la Musique in 2007 as the best male artist of the year.

www.couleurcafe.be
BeLEUVENissen

July 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th 2009

Leuven, Grote Markt, Oude Markt, Vismarkt, Hogeschoolplein, Mathieu de Layensplein, Vounckplein, Boekhandelstraat (Muntstraat)

This free music festival organized by the city of Leuven brings music from home and abroad to seven open-air locations in the historic centre. Every Friday evening from 8.30 to midnight, the festival focuses on a different genre such as jazz & blues, folk, tropical or 'special'. And every year it brings thousands of people of all ages flocking to the city - not experts, but just ordinary people who love music. This summer music happening is also attracting an ever-increasing number of foreign visitors.

www.beleuvenissen.be
Colora Festival

July 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th 2009

Leuven, 30CC/Romaanse Poort

A regular event on the city's summer cultural programme, Colora treats you to festive world music on four successive Saturdays in July. Besides the music, ethnic organizations are there to provide information about their activities. The wonderful Colora cocktails are also mentally and inwardly liberalizing! The event takes place on the inner courtyard of the 30CC/Romaanse Poort.

www.colora.org

Ghent Jazz Festival

July 9th - 19th 2009

Ghent, De Bijloke

Last year the former Blue Note Records Festival was renamed Ghent Jazz Festival. This highly atmospheric festival has long been synonymous with a wide range of jazz from home and abroad, with several concerts each day featuring familiar and new names. The first part (July 9th-12th) focuses on traditional jazz trends, while the second part (July 16th to 19th) concentrates on fusion and related forms of music.

www.gentjazz.com

Brosella Folk & Jazz

July 11th and 12th 2009

Laeken, Théâtre de Verdure / Groentheater (Ossegem park) 

Now in its thirty-third year, this free festival staged beneath the Atomium is a fixture on the international music calendar. The Saturday is given over to folk, the Sunday to jazz. Just about everyone who is anyone has played at Brosella at some stage, from The Chieftans to Toshiko Akiyoshi, Maria Schneider and many others. The best of our home-grown talent can be relied upon to put in an appearance, with artists like André Bialek, Philip Catherine, Urban Trad, Ishtar and of course the patron Toots Thielemans. For the children there is an exclusive 'Brosella for the Kids' programme, with workshops, street theatre, circus and of course music.

www.brosella.be

10 Days Off

July 17th - 26th 2009

Ghent, KC Vooruit

10 Days Off is Flanders' most important extended indoor electronic music festival. Timed to coincide with the Gentse Feesten and staged at the KC Vooruit, the line-up for 10 Days Off includes club music by established names and upcoming talent performing virtually every sound you might expect to hear in clubs around the world today: techno, house, electro, breakbeats, 80's rock, drum 'n' bass, grooves, hip-hop ... you name it!

www.10daysoff.be

Sfinks Festival 

July 23rd – 26th 2009

Boechout, Molenveld
Sfinks is a leading, four-day summer festival whose programme of exciting and often unpredictable music and festive fringe activities extends a hand to other cultures. Sfinks takes young and old, families with children and adventurous music lovers on a journey of discovery into rich and diverse cultures. Sfinks is a friendly and hospitable festival where great music, good food and amazing marquees are the order of the day.

www.sfinks.be

Lokeren Festivities

July 31st – August 9th 2009

Lokeren, Grote Kaai

Thirty-four years ago a handful of people in Lokeren decided that it was too quiet during the summer holiday period. What began as a small-scale, four-day festival of three youth clubs with 300 visitors has grown and grown so that it is now a well-established city festival lasting ten full days. You can sample all the styles - rock, pop, AOR, Dutch-language, hip hop, techno and world music - on one main stage whilst soaking up the convivial atmosphere.

www.lokersefeesten.be
Dranouter Folk Festival

August 7th - 9th 2009

Dranouter, festival grounds
Every year the largest folk and roots festival in Europe comes to the heart of the green Heuvelland (‘Hill Country’). You can sample folk music with the most diverse ‘roots’ on several stages in various marquees: from world-famous melodies to unique discoveries, from traditional through electric to world fusion music. In Dranouter you can also enjoy a whole range of market stalls selling knickknacks and comestibles. There are good camping facilities and a separate campsite for families. And a wide range of street theatre and entertainment for all age groups is provided on the festival grounds.

www.folkdranouter.be 

Marktrock

weekend of August 15th 2009

Leuven 

Marktrock (Market Rock) is a three-day festival which combines the musical quality of a rock festival with the exuberant atmosphere of an urban party: stages boasting big names from home and abroad, a popular ball, a competition for street musicians, a vibrant festival village, etc.

The programme and the exact dates are announced in the autumn. The line-up at previous editions has ranged from James Brown to Iggy Pop, from the Sugababes to the Levellers, from DJ Tiësto to Snoop Dogg, etc.

As of 2009 Marktrock will become a free festival once more!   De voorbije weken gonsde het van de 
www.marktrock.be
Pukkelpop

August 20th - 22nd 2009

Hasselt, Kiewit festival ground

Pukkelpop is the alternative music extravaganza staged every year towards the end of the summer holidays. In a three-day endurance test, Pukkelpop presents the best progressive, contemporary, alternative or simply noteworthy music of today and tomorrow on several different stages.

www.pukkelpop.be
Maanrock (Moon Rock)

August 22nd and 23rd 2009

Mechelen, four different podia: Grote Markt, IJzerenleen, Botermarkt and Vismarkt

In the main, this free pop and rock festival caters for young people on the Saturday and for families on the Sunday.

www.maanrock.be
Laus Polyphoniae - Flanders Festival

August 22nd – 30th 2009

Antwerp, various locations, including AMUZ, St Carolus Borromeus Church and Elzenveld

This year Laus Polyphoniae, the internationally acclaimed festival of polyphonic music, puts the spotlight on the papal chapel, far and away the most important music institution in Europe in the fifteenth century. True to tradition, the organizer Flanders Festival-Antwerp has appointed an artist-in-residence: acclaimed musician Philippe Herreweghe will put his signature to the 2009 edition.

www.festivalvanvlaanderen.be (from May 2009)

KlaraFestival, International Brussels Music Festival

Belgium's Biggest, Boldest and Most Beautiful Music Festival 

August 28th - September 11th 2009

Brussels, Flagey - Bozar

Every year the KlaraFestival opens the new season of music. In 2009 the theme is 'Power to Music!'. With 230 concerts spread over two weeks, 1,200 artists and 40,000 tickets sold, the KlaraFestival is certainly the 'Biggest' in the country. All the concerts are also broadcast live on Klara, and many of them also throughout Europe.

The KlaraFestival brings meritorious classical music from an unusual angle. With original concepts and a young, urban style, the festival aims to prove to a wider and younger public that classical music is not corny and dull, but bursting with energy! Come and experience the power of music at the KlaraFestival!

www.klarafestival.be

Flanders Festival International Ghent

La Gioia

September 12th - October 5th 2009

Ghent, various locations

www.festivalgent.be

OTHER CULTURAL TOURIST EVENTS

Royal Greenhouses of Laeken

April 17th - May 10th 2009

Brussels, Laeken Greenhouses

Leopold II's architect Alphonse Balat might be described as a precursor of the Art Nouveau. It took him twenty years to complete his metal and glass complex of greenhouses at Laeken. In the meantime the king's gardeners scoured the world collecting rare and exotic species of flowers and trees. More than a century later the public can still admire these wonders of the plant kingdom: once a year in the flowering season the greenhouses are opened to the public so that everyone can come and enjoy their bewitching colours and intoxicating perfumes. Numerous famous nurserymen have admitted that the spectacle does arouse a touch of envy!

www.monarchie.be

Parade of Cats

May 10th 2009

Ypres/Ieper

The Ypres/Ieper Kattenfeest, or ‘Cats’ Festival’, is a rare – and seemingly barbaric – folkloric leftover from old Germanic customs. From the end of the twelfth century to 1817, live cats were thrown from the belfry in a bid to symbolically kill the evil spirits personified by the cat. These days a jester tosses toy cats down from the belfry on the second Sunday in May. Every three years there is also a festive Parade of Cats, when scores of floats and 2,000 ‘extras’ enact the role of the cat in history, in literature, in the vernacular and in folklore. 

www.ieper.be
Hanswijk Procession

May 17th 2009

Mechelen, city centre

Mechelen owes this annual procession venerating Our Lady of Hanswijk to a legend. At Mary’s intercession, in 1272 the city was freed of plague and a stop was put to disorder. The people of Mechelen promised to carry the figure of Mary through the streets every year as an expression of their gratitude. This popular procession has since become an intriguing and colourful, large-scale spectacle. The first part illustrates the history of Hanswijk, the central part sketches the life of Mary and the third and final part is devoted to her Son, Jesus.

www.hanswijkprocessie.org

Ostend at Anchor

May 29th – June 1st 2009

Ostend, port - Visserskaai - Sint-Petrus- en Sint-Paulusplein - Stationsplein 

Ostend at Anchor is the largest annual festival for authentic shipping and the North Sea. In the space of ten years this maritime event, which attracted no fewer than 250,000 visitors in 2008, has become the most important fixture on the Belgian coast's spring calendar. 

The Visserskaai is a hive of sociability, the Sint-Petrus- en Sint-Paulusplein becomes one big jumble sale of boat-related items, on the Stationsplein there are demonstrations of old maritime trades and scores of bands perform throughout the city. To mark the tenth edition there will be a retrospective exhibition of all the past editions. And of course the "cathedrals of the sea" - the stunningly beautiful three-masters - will be in attendance along with many small classic boats, and some eighty flat-bottomed boats. In total more than 200 craft will attend this jubilee edition! 

www.oostendevooranker.be
Secret Gardens. Hidden urban gems

May 29th - October 11th 2009
Kortrijk, various locations

An international city gardens festival designed to demonstrate the power of greenery in the city and to shape new green concepts for the city.

Green zones in the city which cannot really be categorized as 'parks' are all too often down-graded to sound buffers, neutral rest areas between buildings, or even car parks. Yet they can accentuate a city's qualities rather than conceal its deficiencies and carefully-designed green zones can do so much to make residential and working environments more attractive. 'Secret Gardens' transforms hidden, unknown or neglected public and semi-public areas in Kortrijk into places of amazement and delight, peace and repose, phantasy and imagination. The festival is centred around ten temporary gardens created by ten Belgian and foreign garden designers. At least one permanent public space will also be created or relaid. The 'Off programme' provides the opportunity to experience the power of greenery in the city in and around the gardens.

‘Secret Gardens' is an initiative of the city of Kortrijk in cooperation with Designregio Kortrijk vzw.

www.secretgardens-kortrijk.be

Ommegang

June 30th and July 2nd 2009  
Brussels, Grand-Place / Grote Markt

The reconstruction of the Ommegang is still one of the most important historical and cultural events staged in Brussels. No fewer than 1,400 extras dressed in authentic historic costumes, scores of horses, coaches and giants take part in the spectacle. They leave from the Grand Sablon/Grote Zavel and eventually plunge the magnificent Grand-Place/Grote Markt back into history. Along with dignitaries, guilds and members of the clergy, from the comfort of your seat in the grandstand you will witness a magnificent reconstruction of the festival that was first organized in 1549 in honour of Charles V and his son Philip.

www.ommegang.be
Seven-yearly Coronation Celebrations

July 5th, 7th, 10th and 12th 2009

Tongeren

Tongeren, the oldest town in Belgium, is proud of being the cradle of Christianity in the Low Countries. As the oldest Marian sacred place on this side of the Alps, it was to here that pilgrims travelled in the Middle Ages. In 1890 the seven-yearly Coronation Celebrations were organized for the first time. 2009 will see the seventeenth edition. The highlights are the four processions (July 5th and 12th at 15.00 hrs and July 7th and 10th at 19.00 hrs) and the four evening plays (July 5th, 7th, 10th and 12th at 22.30 hrs on the Grote Markt), in which more than 3,000 Tongeren citizens take part. This makes the coronation procession the largest procession in Belgium. The last celebrations in 2002 drew more than 600,000 visitors from home and abroad.

An exhibition at the Provincial Gallo-Roman Museum entitled ‘The path of Christianity’ will run in parallel to the Coronation Celebrations. It deals with the spread of early Christianity from Palestine to our region.

www.kroningsfeesten.be
Visit to the Royal Palace of Brussels

beginning July - end September 2009

Brussels

During the year the royal family carries out its official duties at the Royal Palace of Brussels, a building in pure Louis XVI style. Once Belgium’s public holiday on July 21st is over, the palace is open to the public for approximately two months. Particularly noteworthy are the monumental staircases and the state rooms where large receptions are held, but also the three works of art commissioned from well-known contemporary artists by Queen Paola. They include the ceiling in the Mirror Room which artist Jan Fabre covered with the wing-cases of 1.5 million Thai beetles. They reflect the light with a curiously vibrant energy.

www.monarchie.be
Paulus Festivities

August 10th – 16th 2009

Ostend, Pauluspleinje and St.-Petrus-en St.-Paulusplein 

As 36 summers have proved, the Paulus Festivities are a festival with a difference, perhaps best described as a week of laid-back creativity, a complete break with routine. You might snatch the occasional glimpse of stardom, but the emphasis is on unique performances by mysterious names - and that's just the way the Paulus Festivities like it! 

www.paulusfeesten.be

FUZEE!'09

August 18th - 22nd 2009

Ostend

In 2008 Tourism Ostend presented the first edition of FUZEE! Spectacles by the Sea, which was enjoyed by more than 30,000 spectators. On five successive evenings the City by the Sea is enveloped in a Mediterranean atmosphere and well-known street theatre companies surprise the public with impressive ambulant or site-specific spectacles - proving that Ostend is a vibrant city of theatre, music and fireworks.

www.toerisme-oostende.be

Beer Weekend

beginning September 2009

Brussels, Grand-Place/Grote Markt

Take a city with an age-old brewing tradition and a brew that comes in more than four-hundred guises or flavours. Then take the most beautiful market square in the world and a crowd of bon vivants who - in good Brussels tradition - are always ready to clink glasses. That is what people understand here by a thoroughly enjoyable weekend! Cheers!

www.weekenddelabiere.be

Hasselt Jenever Festivities 

October 17th and 18th 2009

Hasselt, streets and squares in the city centre

During the third weekend in October jenever (gin) flows freely in the centre of Hasselt! On the Saturday, drinks are on the ‘Borrel Man’ who changes water into jenever! On the Sunday the traditional waiter competition is held. Visitors can join in the jenever walk or take a ride on the jenever tram. Music fills the streets and squares, adding to the atmosphere.

www.hasselt.be
Bruges, warm winter cheer

November 2009 - March 2010

Bruges

Hail a horse and carriage, snuggle up under a woollen blanket with the partner of your dreams and vanish down misty canal-side streets, before heading for one of Bruges' many first-rate restaurants. In winter the historic centre of Bruges is at its most romantic, poetic and mysterious. It is almost as if this World Heritage City waits until most of the visitors have left before revealing its most charming and intimate side. Stay in one of the participating 'hotels with charm' (pay for 2 nights and the 3rd night is free), and you can be sure you will be well looked after. Included in this winter package are free vouchers and discounts.
www.brugge.be/winter 

Winter Spheres

When the chill of winter sets in, Flanders becomes a real winter wonderland! Skating-rinks, atmospheric Christmas markets, stalls selling mulled wine and hot snacks, magical fairy lights... An overview of all the Christmas and end-of-year events in Flanders is published in the autumn. If you would like a copy, please contact the Tourist Office for Flanders Product Development department:

T +32 (0)2 504 04 39; e-mail: productontwikkeling@toerismevlaanderen.be

SPORTING EVENTS

Tour of Flanders

April 5th 2009

from Bruges to Wetteren

The cycling classic Tour of Flanders is one of the twelve world cup competitions. In-between the departure point in Bruges and the winning post in Wetteren, cyclists face an exacting terrain.

www.rvv.be
Van Damme Memorial

September 4th 2009

Brussels, King Baudouin stadium

Many a top athlete takes part in this prestigious, international event and numerous records have been broken here. Each year a well-known artist provides the traditional musical intermezzo. 

www.memorialvandamme.be
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